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The church has put itself 
on the side of the poor 
and has assumed their 
defense.  This means that 
the church incarnates 
itself in the world of the 
poor, proclaims a good 
news, gives hope, inspires 
a liberating praxis, de-
fends the cause of the 
poor and participates in 
their destiny.  A Christian 
who does not wish to live 
this commitment of soli-
darity with the poor is not 
worthy of the name 
Christian.  What marks 
the genuine church is a 
word...burning like the 
word of the prophets.  

— Archbishop Oscar Ro-
mero, martyred in El Sal-
vador in 1980�
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